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Women  take  posit ive  f irst   steps  with  the  
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today    
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Dance classes were held for young women by teacher Michelle Korny at the Reclaim the Night 
Festival at the Casula Powerhouse. Source: Supplied  

Attendance was low but organisers are celebrating a positive start to their campaign to 
encourage young women to Reclaim the Night.  



South Western Sydney Local Health District’s Sexual Assault Services invited women aged 16 
years and over to the first Reclaim the Night Festival at the Casula Powerhouse today. 

Acting District Manager Debbie Allan said, while they had hoped more women would join in the 
variety of activities, the response from those who did attend was “really positive”. 

A video montage of the day will be posted to YouTube and distributed across social media with 
a powerful message for women’s rights and a call to end the sexual assault of women. 

“This is just the first part of what we have planned, really the object of today was just to get 
young women to participate,” Ms Allan said. 

“The whole idea of this festival is for it to grow.” 

	  

Dance classes were held for young women by teacher Michelle Korny at the Reclaim the Night 
Festival at the Casula Powerhouse. Source: Supplied  

Reclaim	  the	  Night,	  formerly	  known	  as	  Take	  Back	  the	  Night,	  is	  a	  global	  event	  held	  
annually	  which	  aims	  to	  keep	  the	  issue	  of	  sexual	  violence	  against	  women	  and	  
children	  on	  the	  agenda.	  



	  

Dance teacher Sarine Perdedjian also ran dance classes at the festival. Source: Supplied  

The event encourages women from diverse backgrounds and experiences to actively campaign 
and stand up against sexual violence against women and to voice women’s right to safe homes, 
streets and public spaces. 

WILMA Women’s Health Centre manager Sarala Porter ran art workshops with young women, 
encouraging them to create a piece that represents a safe place to them. 

“It’s about planting little seeds to bring about cultural change,” Ms Porter said. 

“The festival is a new approach to the old tired way we used to do it with placards and shouting 
— that way just doesn’t appeal or feel relevant to this group. 

“Many seem to believe the myth that women have achieved equality. The stats show us that just 
isn’t the case.” 

The tragic murder of Jill Meagher really struck a chord with young women. Source: Supplied  

Singer	  Justine	  Wu,	  24,	  has	  co-‐written	  a	  song	  called	  Reclaim	  the	  Night	  which	  makes	  particular	  reference	  
to	  the	  low	  number	  of	  women	  in	  hip	  hop.	  

“Elise Graham and I wrote this around the time of Jill Meagher as well,” Miss Wu said. “I think 
the line Elise wrote, ‘I can’t even walk alone at night’, really sums it up. If women can’t do 
something as simple as that, there’s a problem.” 


